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···WHEREAS, in1968, the United States Congress authorized the Red River Waterway Project (the··· .
"Project") (Section 101 of the River and Harbor Act of 1968, Public Law 90-483 (Aug. 13, 1968));

629 SPRING STREET

. P.O. BOX 709
SHREVEPORT, LA71162-0709

(318) 221-5233

Draft Resolution
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WIIEREAS,th~ purpose of-the Project was t~ enable year-round navigation o~ the Red Ri~~r by
straightening the river, stabilizing its banks, and constructing five locks and dams;

WHEREAS, the cost toconstruct.the Project was $2 billion;

WHEREAS, in 2007 an Economic Impact Study concluded that the economic benefit ofthe Project to
the seven parish region included attracting $4.6 billion in new monies, increasing new business sales by $8.4.
billion, increasing household earnings by $2.7 billion, and creating an average of 2,107 new jobs per year;

WHEREAS, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers ("Corps") has issued a mandate that will result in locks
and dams 3; 4, and 5 not being fully operational 24 hours per day, seven days per week, 365 days per year as
required by Section 101 of the River andHarbor Act of 1968,Public Law 90-483 (Aug. 13, 1968);

WHEREAS, the Corps issued the mandate in an arbitrary and capricious manner because it failed to
'conduct a cost-benefit analysis to assess the economic impact and it failed to consult with any interested parties
on the Red River, including private industry, municipalities, the ports; and the local sponsor of the Project;

WHEREAS, the Project was completed in 1995 and the Red River has been navigablefor only 18 years,
it is essential to the future growth of commerce and industry on the Red River that river users can rely on the
river being fully operational 24 hours per day, seven days per week, 365 days per year; and

WHEREAS, the river could remain navigable 24 hours per day, seven days per week, 365 days per year
if the Corps allocate more funds to mission functions."''-

Therefore, the undersigned objects to the Corps' mandate to reduce lock and dam service on the Red
River and requests (i) that the Corps perform the task mandated by Congress in Section 101 of the River and
Harbor Act of 1968, Public Law 90-483 (Aug. 13, 1968) which is to maintain the navigability of the Red River
24 hours per day, seven days per week, 365 days per year; or alternatively (ii) suspend the implementation ofthe
mandate until the Corps conducts a cost benefit-analysis and consults with interested parties on the Red River,
including private industry, municipalities, and the ports.
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