as of February 2011
WRDA

Water Resource Development Act
Red River Valley Association Requests

1.  Navigation into SW Arkansas, Feasibility Study:  Language in having the Arkansas Navigation Project considered under the same evaluation criteria as the Louisiana Navigation Project, as we consider this project a ‘continuation’ of the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway.

2.  Red River Waterway, Index to Denison Reach:  Currently this reach is separable from the rest of the navigation project.  We want it to become ‘non-separable’.

3.  Red River Below Denison Dam, AR: This is an active project to rehabilitate the ‘Federal Levees’ in Arkansas. Only the main levees in Miller County have been rehabilitated to federal standards. The levees in Lafayette County and some in Miller County have not been rehabilitated. The issue is that these substandard levees can not meet inspection standards and will receive an ‘unacceptable’ rating each year. This will prevent these Levee Districts from receiving PL 84-99 repair assistance should their levees be damaged in a flood. We propose language to allow them to receive PL 84-99 assistance, regardless of their inspection rating, until they have been rehabilitated.
4. Waurika Lake, OK: The Waurika Lake Master Conservancy District (WLMCD) has four contracts between the US Government and WLMCD. The original contract contained an increasing payment feature where the original payments did not cover the needed interest or capital to retire the debt for the first 15 years.  As a result, the amount currently owed is about the same as when the payments started in 1977.  This request reduces the amount owed, gets cash to the government in one lump sum and eliminates the additional accrued interest.  The repayment should approximately cover the remaining actual construction costs and eliminate the additional interest charged. We request language that allows a lump sum payment of $15,000,000.
5. Waurika Lake, OK: This request reclassifies the irrigation water in Waurika Lake to Municipal and Industrial storage.  The original project assigned storage to Municipal, Industrial and Irrigation uses.  Waurika Lake Master Conservancy District was granted all water rights associated with the lake storage.  The District agreed to pay all construction costs associated with Municipal, Industrial and Irrigation storage. The irrigation use never materialized and the cost has not been paid back to the government.  This request simplifies the process since there is no reallocation necessary, due to the fact the Conservancy District holds water rights to 100% of the storage. There are several benefits for this action: 1. The US Government recovers the funds assigned to the storage; 2. The storage purchase for this project is finalized; 3. The District member cities are assured of future water supply as originally planned for the project.

6. Red River, Atchafalaya Bayou Boeuf (RRABB) Levee District, LA: RRABB has a number of state built levees that are an integral part of their overall system.  These levees protect a large population base and infrastructure.  It is important to incorporate them into the Federal system.

7. Old River Lock, LA, Oxbow Dredging: The oxbow, on the Mississippi River side would be an excellent location to moor barges and get barges off the main stem Mississippi River. There is a serious safety issue in that area. Authorizing the Corps to dredge the opening of the oxbow would resolve the safety issue.
8. Bossier Parish Flood Prevention Study: Request that subject to an approved Chief of Engineer’s report the project will proceed from feasibility directly to project development and construction.

Contact the RRVA office if you have WRDA issues for consideration.

Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com

2011 Water Resources Development Act

Environment and Public Works Committee
REQUEST FORM
MEMBER:  _________________________________________                 

Member Staff Contact Name:___________________________ 


Phone Number:_________________________________


Email:_________________________________________

Priority:  ___  of  ___

Project/Study/Activity Requests 
Name of Project: SW Arkansas Navigation Study, AR & LA
Location (include city/county and state): The study area to extend navigation is from Shreveport-Bossier, LA to Index, AR; List of Counties impacted: Miller, Lafayette, Hempstead and Little River in AR / Caddo and Bossier in LA / Bowie in TX / McCurtain in OK
Corps District(s): Vicksburg District
Non-Federal Sponsor Contact Information (Name, Phone, and Email Address): 

Arkansas Red River Commission

POC: Cathey Mueller, Arkansas Red River Commission, (870) 774-4413, catheymueller@aol.com 
     Requesting Organization: Red River Valley Association, Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
Corps Report: If the request is for a construction authorization, does the project have a completed Corps report?     No

Project Modification: Does this request modify an existing authorization?     Yes

Authority for the feasibility study is contained in Section 402 of the Water Resources Act of 1996(Public Law 104-303) as a follow-on to a reconnaissance study that was completed in November 1995. The feasibility study will take the analysis a step higher, addressing the subjects in the reconnaissance report at a greater level of detail.
Project Cost: $4,070,000 Federal funds appropriated through FY 2010.

$8,046,000 Total: $4,223,000 for Federal Share and $3,823,000 for the Local Sponsor Share
Policy/Programmatic/Other Language Requests

(Complete this section if your request is programmatic or policy-related)

Provision Title: SW Arkansas Navigation Study, AR & LA
Geographic Areas Affected (if applicable): The study area to extend navigation is from Shreveport-Bossier, LA to Index, AR; List of Counties impacted: Miller, Lafayette, Hempstead and Little River in AR / Caddo and Bossier in LA / Bowie in TX / McCurtain in OK
Description of Purpose and Need for Request 
WRDA Language Request: Study area is located in NW Louisiana, SW Arkansas, NE Texas and SE Oklahoma and includes the 135 miles of the Red River between Shreveport, LA, and Index, AR. The study is investigating alternatives for extending navigation from Shreveport, LA, to Index, AR.  

This is the continuation of an existing Waterway project, which is now navigable on the lower 235 miles of the Red River.  The original authorization document, River and Harbor Act of 13 July 1892 named this project ‘Red River Below Fulton, Arkansas’. Study after study recognized navigation on the Red River in Louisiana and Arkansas.  In 1968 the Comprehensive Basin Study, AR, LA, OK & TX, Red River Below Denison Dam identified the Shreveport Reach as an initial project and the Arkansas Reach as a long range project.  The on-going feasibility study is the implementation of that long-range plan.  We request that this current study be subject to same economic criteria as the Louisiana Reach.

Proposed WRDA Language: Request this language be reviewed by the Corps of Engineers.

Red River Navigation, Southwest Arkansas, AR and LA

RED RIVER NAVIGATION, SOUTHWEST ARKANSAS, ARKANSAS and LOUISIANA.  The Red River Navigation Project, Southwest Arkansas, Arkansas and Louisiana, is authorized as a continuation of navigation on the Red River from Shreveport, Louisiana to Index, Arkansas, using the discount rate used in authorization of the existing J. Bennett Johnston Waterway Project. Further, the project for continuation of navigation on the Red River from Shreveport, Louisiana to Index, Arkansas is then authorized subject to completion of a favorable Feasibility Report by the Chief of Engineers.

Report Language, Red River Navigation, Southwest, Arkansas, AR and LA

RED RIVER NAVIGATION, SOUTHWEST ARKANSAS, ARKANSAS and LOUISIANA.   The Committee is aware that the existing J. Bennett Johnston Waterway Project, including navigation in the Mississippi River to Shreveport, Louisiana reach, was authorized by the River and Harbor Act of 13 August 1968 in accordance with House Document 304, 90th Congress, 2nd Session.  The Committee recognizes that navigation for the Shreveport, Louisiana to Index, Arkansas reach is a continuation of the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway Project, and that costs and benefits of the proposed continuation should be analyzed with the same economic criteria used for the existing project and, therefore, directs the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of Engineers, to complete the Feasibility Report for continuing navigation on the Red River from Shreveport, Louisiana to Index, Arkansas using the same discount rate (3-1/4%) used for the authorization of the existing J. Bennett Johnston Waterway Project.  Further, the project for continuation of navigation on the Red River from Shreveport, Louisiana to Index, Arkansas is then authorized subject to completion of a favorable Feasibility Report by the Chief of Engineers.
2011 Water Resources Development Act

Environment and Public Works Committee
REQUEST FORM
MEMBER:  _________________________________________                 

Member Staff Contact Name:___________________________ 


Phone Number:_________________________________


Email:_________________________________________

Priority:  ___  of  ___

Project/Study/Activity Requests 
Name of Project: Red River Waterway, Index, AR to Denison Dam Reach, OK & TX

Location (include city/county and state): Includes the border of both Texas and Oklahoma along the Red River between Index, AR and Lake Texoma.

In Oklahoma – McCurtain, Choctaw and Bryan Counties

In Texas – Bowie, Red River, Lamar and Fannin Counties
Corps District(s): Tulsa District
Non-Federal Sponsor Contact Information (Name, Phone, and Email Address): None required at this time.

     Requesting Organization: Red River Valley Association, Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
Corps Report: If the request is for a construction authorization, does the project have a completed Corps report?    N/A

Project Modification: Does this request modify an existing authorization?     Yes

If yes, please provide a reference for the existing authorization: The River and Harbor and Flood Control Act of 1968 authorized the Red River navigation project.

Project Cost: N/A

Policy/Programmatic/Other Language Requests

(Complete this section if your request is programmatic or policy-related)

Provision Title: Red River Waterway, Index, AR to Denison Dam Reach, OK & TX
Geographic Areas Affected (if applicable): All communities and counties along the Red River between Oklahoma and Texas, between Index, AR and Lake Texoma.
Description of Purpose and Need for Request 
Current navigation is from the confluence of the Red River and Mississippi River to Shreveport/Bossier Louisiana.  Currently it is 94 percent complete and has been operational to barge traffic since 1995. Part of the original authority to support navigation, was bank stabilization in the reach between Denison Dam and Index, Arkansas.  Bank stabilization measures are not being constructed because that reach is considered a separable element from the navigation reach. It is important that the Red River above Index, Arkansas be made a ‘non-separable’ element from the rest of the navigation system.  Sediment Transport Studies accomplished in 1998 have demonstrated that sediment from this reach does enter the navigation channel and may create additional dredging cost.  There is a national benefit realized by reducing dredging costs and making this reach ‘non-separable’ will provide for construction of stabilization features in support of down stream navigation. Reconnaissance Studies have been completed for eco-system restoration and bank stabilization projects that show a federal interest. This language would incur no cost to the government. It only establishes authorization for this reach of the Red River to be the same as the two lower reaches.
WRDA Language Request: 

WRDA language should be requested by a delegation member from the HQ Corps of Engineer office that assists congress in writing bill language.

However the following would be a proposed start:

‘Provided further that the Secretary of the Army, acting through the Chief of Engineers, is hereby directed that the Red River Waterway shall be a ‘non-separable’ system beginning at the mouth of the Red River and extending up the Red River and tributaries to various destinations ending at Denison Dam, Texas.  Any future construction of eco-system restoration, bank stabilization measures or a navigation channel above Index, Arkansas, shall be continuing construction of the uncompleted Red River Waterway navigation system and shall be funded and cost-shared according to those provisions applied to the Red River Below Index, Arkansas and the upstream limit of the Red River Emergency Bank Stabilization Authority is hereby amended to extend to Denison Dam, Texas.’

2011 Water Resources Development Act

Environment and Public Works Committee
REQUEST FORM
MEMBER:  _________________________________________                 

Member Staff Contact Name:___________________________ 


Phone Number:_________________________________


Email:_________________________________________

Priority:  ___  of  ___

Project/Study/Activity Requests 
Name of Project: Red River Below Denison Dam, TX, AR & LA
Location (include city/county and state): Main stem levees on the Red River in Arkansas in Lafayette and Hempstead Counties and tributaries in Miller County

Corps District(s): Vicksburg District
Non-Federal Sponsor Contact Information (Name, Phone, and Email Address): Numerous Levee Districts along the Red River in Arkansas. The Levee Boards are responsible for their section of levee: Garland Levee District, Long Prairie Levee District, Red River Levee District and Hempstead County Levee District #1.

     Requesting Organization: Red River Valley Association, Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
Corps Report: If the request is for a construction authorization, does the project have a completed Corps report?    N/A

Project Modification: Does this request modify an existing authorization?     No

If yes, please provide a reference for the existing authorization: 

Project Cost: N/A

Policy/Programmatic/Other Language Requests

(Complete this section if your request is programmatic or policy-related)

Provision Title: Red River Below Denison Dam, AR
Geographic Areas Affected (if applicable): List of Cities: The main cities impacted are Texarkana, Fulton and Garland in Arkansas. 

List of Counties: Miller, Lafayette and Hempstead in AR

Description of Purpose and Need for Request 
‘Red River Below Denison Dam, AR & LA’ is an authorized project to rehabilitate the ‘Federal Levees’ in Arkansas. Only the levees of the Miller Levee District have been rehabilitated to federal standards. The levees in Lafayette County, Hempstead County and some in Miller County have not been rehabilitated, due to a lack of appropriated funds. In the past the Corps has provided a ‘Satisfactory Rating’, as long as the levee districts were making a concerted effort to maintain their substandard levees to the best of their abilities. The issue now is that these substandard levees can not meet new inspection guidelines and will receive ‘unacceptable’ ratings each year. This unsatisfactory rating will prevent these Levee Districts from receiving PL 84-99 ‘repair assistance’ should their levees be damaged in a flood. We propose language to allow them to receive PL 84-99 assistance, regardless of their inspection rating, until they have been rehabilitated to federal standards. 

Note: It is impossible for these levees to meet inspection standards in the condition they are in. It is not the fault of the levee districts, since they were constructed below standards over 50 years ago; however, they are in the Federal Levee program and there is an authorized project to rehabilitate them.
Proposed WRDA Language: It is recommended that our delegation member request language from the Corps of Engineer HQ Congressional liaison office that assists in developing such language.
2011 Water Resources Development Act

Environment and Public Works Committee
REQUEST FORM
MEMBER:  _________________________________________                 

Member Staff Contact Name:___________________________ 


Phone Number:_________________________________


Email:_________________________________________

Priority:  ___  of  ___

Project/Study/Activity Requests 
Name of Project: Waurika Lake, OK
Location (include city/county and state): Waurika / Jefferson County, Oklahoma
Corps District(s): Tulsa
Non-Federal Sponsor Contact Information (Name, Phone, and Email Address): 

     Waurika Lake Master Conservancy District, David Taylor, District Manager, (580) 512-4609, taylorenv@aol.com 

     Requesting Organization: Red River Valley Association, Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
Corps Report: If the request is for a construction authorization, does the project have a completed Corps report?    N/A

Project Modification: Does this request modify an existing authorization?     Yes 

If yes, please provide a reference for the existing authorization:

P.L. 88-253, Senate Document 33, 88th Congress

Project Cost: N/A, Local sponsor proposed payment to federal government

Policy/Programmatic/Other Language Requests

(Complete this section if your request is programmatic or policy-related)

Provision Title: Sec. 300 of Bill
Geographic Areas Affected (if applicable): 

 Cities: Comanche, Duncan, Lawton, Temple, Walters, Waurika and Ft. Sill Military Reservation

 Counties: Cotton, Comanche, Jefferson and Stephens

Description of Purpose and Need for Request 
This request will allow the existing debt of the Waurika Lake Master Conservancy District (WLMCD) to be amended and paid in one lump sum.  Currently there are five contracts between the US Government and WLMCD.  One covers 27% of the conservation storage of the lake and three cover the conveyance and water delivery systems. The cities served are: Comanche, Duncan, Lawton, Temple, Walters, Waurika, and the Fort Sill military reservation.  The original contract contained an increasing payment feature where the original payments did not cover the needed interest or capital to retire the debt for the first 15 years.  As a result, the amount currently owed is about the same as when the payments started in 1977.  This request adjusts the amount owed, gets cash to the government in one lump sum and eliminates the additional accrued interest.  The repayment should approximately cover the remaining actual construction costs and eliminate the additional interest charged.  

The existing contracts are:  South Line: DACW56-78-C-0214, West: DACW56-78-C-0216, East: DACW56-78-C-0215, Water Storage: DACW56-71-C-0013.

(Waurika Lake was authorized under P.L. 88-253, Senate Document 33, 88th Congress)

Suggested language:  
Waurika Lake, OK: The Secretary of the Army is directed to accept the sum of $15,000,000 as payment-in-full for the following contracts for Waurika Lake, Oklahoma: South Line: DACW56-78-C-0214, West: DACW56-78-C-0216, East: DACW56-78-C-0215, Water Storage:DACW56-71-C-0013.

2011 Water Resources Development Act

Environment and Public Works Committee
REQUEST FORM
MEMBER:  _________________________________________                 

Member Staff Contact Name:___________________________ 


Phone Number:_________________________________


Email:_________________________________________

Priority:  ___  of  ___

Project/Study/Activity Requests 
Name of Project: Waurika Lake, OK
Location (include city/county and state): Waurika / Jefferson County, Oklahoma
Corps District(s): Tulsa
Non-Federal Sponsor Contact Information (Name, Phone, and Email Address): 

     Waurika Lake Master Conservancy District, David Taylor, District Manager, (580) 512-4609, taylorenv@aol.com 

     Requesting Organization: Red River Valley Association, Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
Corps Report: If the request is for a construction authorization, does the project have a completed Corps report?    N/A

Project Modification: Does this request modify an existing authorization?     Yes 

If yes, please provide a reference for the existing authorization:

P.L. 88-253, Senate Document 33, 88th Congress

Project Cost: N/A

Policy/Programmatic/Other Language Requests

(Complete this section if your request is programmatic or policy-related)

Provision Title: Sec. 300 of Bill
Geographic Areas Affected (if applicable): 

 Cities: Comanche, Duncan, Lawton, Temple, Walters, Waurika and Ft. Sill Military Reservation

 Counties: Cotton, Comanche, Jefferson and Stephens

Description of Purpose and Need for Request 
This request reclassifies the irrigation water in Waurika Lake to Municipal and Industrial storage.  The original project assigned storage to Municipal, Industrial and Irrigation uses.  Waurika Lake Master Conservancy District was granted all water rights associated with the lake storage.  The District consists of the cities of Duncan, Lawton (including Ft. Sill), Comanche, Temple, Walters and Waurika.  The District agreed to pay all construction costs associated with Municipal, Industrial and Irrigation storage. The irrigation use never materialized and the cost has not been paid back to the government.  This request simplifies the process since there is no reallocation necessary, due to the fact the Conservancy District holds water rights to 100% of the storage.  
There are several benefits for this action:

 1. The US Government recovers the funds assigned to the storage

 2. The storage purchase for this project is finalized

 3. The District member cities are assured of future water supply as originally planned for the project.

Suggested language:
Waurika Lake, OK: Not later than 180 days after the passage of this Water Resources Development Act, The Secretary of the Army is directed to reassign all the irrigation storage in Waurika Lake to Municipal and Industrial water storage (under the terms of the Water Supply Act of 1958, as amended) and without the need for any studies.  This storage will be for the use of the Waurika Lake Master Conservancy District who will enter into a contract for the storage based on the cost as listed in Waurika Lake storage contracts. (Waurika Lake was authorized under P.L. 88-253, Senate Document 33, 88th Congress)

2011 Water Resources Development Act

Environment and Public Works Committee
REQUEST FORM
Member:  
Member Staff Contact Name:  

Phone Number:  

Email: 
Priority: ____ of  ____
Project/Study/Activity Requests 
Name of Project: Red River Below Denison Dam, TX, AR & LA - Red River, Atchafalaya & Bayou Boeuf (RRABB) Levee
Location (include city/county and state): Red River, Atchafalaya & Bayou Boeuf (RRABB) Levee District, Alexandria, LA, serving Rapides and Avoyelles Parishes.
Corps District(s): Vicksburg District
Non-Federal Sponsor Contact Information (Name, Phone, and Email Address): 

Red River, Atchafalaya & Bayou Boeuf (RRABB) Levee District 

Chris Brouillette, (318) 443-9646, chris@rrabb.net 
     Requesting Organization: Red River Valley Association, Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
Corps Report: If the request is for a construction authorization, does the project have a completed Corps report?    N/A

Project Modification: Does this request modify an existing authorization?     Yes

If yes, please provide a reference for the existing authorization: Red River Below Denison Dam, TX, AR & LA - Flood Control Act of 1946.
Project Cost: These levees are completed and the O&M responsibilities are with the RRABB Levee District. The only expense is for the Levee safety program.
Policy/Programmatic/Other Language Requests

(Complete this section if your request is programmatic or policy-related)

Provision Title: Red River Below Denison Dam, TX, AR & LA - Red River, Atchafalaya & Bayou Boeuf (RRABB) Levee
Geographic Areas Affected (if applicable): Alexandria, LA, Rapides Parish and Avoyelles Parish
Description of Purpose and Need for Request 
WRDA Language Request: The RRABB Levee District operates and maintains a total of 250 miles of levee, of which 192.8 miles are in the federal system and the below mentioned sections, totaling 57.2 miles, are not in the federal system. These non-federal levees meet the federal standards for the 1% protection frequency. These levees protect many Louisiana communities and are vital to their survivability and economic viability. RRABB Levee District is willing to incorporate these levees into the federal system and subject them to the annual inspection criteria required of such identified levees. We request that the following levees be incorporated into the federal levee system.
       - Bayou Rapides Levee (3.2 miles) protects City of Alexandria

       - Big Bend to Bayou Des Glaises Loop Levee (15.5 miles) protects Town of Big Bend

       - Moncla to Lake Long Levee (21.6 miles) protects the Towns of Brouillette, Marksville &

          Moncla.

       - Lower Vick Levee (5.2 miles) protects agricultural lands

       - Cassandra Hills to Dunlap Levee (10.4 miles) protects the Town of Effie

Proposed WRDA Language: WRDA language should be requested by a delegation member to the HQ Corps of Engineer office that assists congress in writing bill language to verify that this language is accurate for our intended purpose:

      Red River Below Denison Dam, TX, AR & LA: The project for flood damage reduction, Red River Below Denison Dam, TX, AR & LA, authorized by Section 10, of the Flood Control Act of 1946, is modified to incorporate the Lower Vick Levee (5.2 miles), Cassandra Hills to Dunlap Levee (10.4 miles), Bayou Phillips Levee (1.3 miles), Bayou Rapides Levee (3.2 miles), Big Bend to Bayou Des Glaises Loop Levee (15.5 miles) and Moncla to Lake Long Levee (21.6 miles). The Operations and Maintenance (O&M) responsibilities will be that of the local sponsor, Red River, Atchafalaya & Bayou Boeuf (RRABB) Levee District.

2011 Water Resources Development Act

Environment and Public Works Committee
REQUEST FORM
MEMBER:  _________________________________________                 

Member Staff Contact Name:___________________________ 


Phone Number:_________________________________


Email:_________________________________________

Priority:  ___  of  ___

Project/Study/Activity Requests 
Name of Project: Old River Lock Dredging (MR&T / O&M)
Location (include city/county and state): USACE, New Orleans District, Old River Lock, Louisiana.
Corps District(s): New Orleans District
Non-Federal Sponsor Contact Information (Name, Phone, and Email Address): N/A

     Requesting Organization: Red River Valley Association, Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
Corps Report: If the request is for a construction authorization, does the project have a completed Corps report?    N/A

Project Modification: Does this request modify an existing authorization?     Yes

If yes, please provide a reference for the existing authorization:

Public Law 780, 83rd Congress, 3 September 1954 and the Flood Control Act of 15 May 1928, which provides for dredging of Old River, to include the mouth of the Oxbow mouth at Red River RM .5. (MR&T)
Project Cost: It is anticipated that this addition to the existing dredging authorization would be approximately $500,000 every five years or $100,000 per year.
Policy/Programmatic/Other Language Requests

(Complete this section if your request is programmatic or policy-related)

Provision Title: Old River Lock Dredging (MR&T / O&M)
Geographic Areas Affected (if applicable): Old River Lock, Louisiana
Description of Purpose and Need for Request 
WRDA Language Request: There is a safety issue as tows traverse from the Mississippi River through Old River Lock at RM 304 on the Mississippi River. Once you leave the Mississippi River into Old River you are in the approach for Old River Lock. Many tows are pushing 15 or more barges and must break into 6 barge tows to lock through Old River Lock. There is no room in the approach to do this, so it is being accomplished in the Mississippi River, where it is very dangerous with the current, traffic and Angola ferry near by. 

There is an oxbow on the left descending bank, just before the mouth of Old River to the Mississippi River, RM 5, J. Bennett Johnston Waterway. During high water industry is able to access this oxbow and uses it to break tows and reconfigure them before entering Old River Lock. The oxbow cannot be accessed during low water, when industry must conduct this operation in the Mississippi River, which is at a lower stage and narrower, causing a dangerous situation in the proximity of the Mississippi River navigation channel.

The Corps of Engineers owns the oxbow and adjacent lands. The Corps is authorized to dredge the Old River channel, which is adjacent to the mouth of the oxbow. It would take minimum funding to maintain the oxbow to same level of dredging as the adjacent channel. This is a safety issue and will greatly increase the efficiency of Old River Lock.
Proposed WRDA Language: Following is proposed language; however, it should be sent to the USACE HQ office that provides legislative language to insure it does what we intend for it to accomplish.

       Old River, LA (MR&T): The project for navigation, Old River, Louisiana, an authorized MR&T / Operations and maintenance O&M Project in Public Law 780, 83rd Congress, 3 September 1954 and the Flood Control Act of 15 May 1928 is modified to include dredging the entrance of the oxbow on the left descending bank, RM 5, J. Bennett Johnston Waterway to insure access at all times at an estimated cost of $500,000 over a five year period. This is in addition to the required channel dredging requirement for Old River, Louisiana.
2011 Water Resources Development Act

Environment and Public Works Committee
REQUEST FORM
MEMBER:  _________________________________________                 

Member Staff Contact Name:___________________________ 


Phone Number:_________________________________


Email:_________________________________________

Priority:  ___ of  ___

Project/Study/Activity Requests 
Name of Project: Bossier Parish, LA (A Flood Risk Management Project)
Location (include city/county and state): Bossier Levee Board, Bossier Parish, Bossier City & Barksdale AFB
Corps District(s): Vicksburg District
Non-Federal Sponsor Contact Information (Name, Phone, and Email Address): 

Bossier Levee District, Mark Long, (318) 746-7151, blevee2@bellsouth.net 

     Requesting Organization: Red River Valley Association, Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
Corps Report: If the request is for a construction authorization, does the project have a completed Corps report?    No

Project Modification: Does this request modify an existing authorization?  Yes

If yes, please provide a reference for the existing authorization: Section 216, 1970 Flood Control Act, as amended by WRDA 86
Project Cost: 50% federal and 50% local sponsors. The Sec. 905(b) analysis indicated the total project cost would not exceed $30 million.

Policy/Programmatic/Other Language Requests

(Complete this section if your request is programmatic or policy-related)

Provision Title: Bossier Parish, LA, (A Flood Risk Management Project)
Geographic Areas Affected (if applicable): Bossier Levee Board, Bossier Parish, Bossier City & Barksdale AFB
Description of Purpose and Need for Request 
WRDA Language Request: Bossier Parish has experienced significant residential development and continues to expand at a rapid pace.  In 1991, 1997, and 2001, Bossier Parish experienced widespread flooding from prolonged high stages of area streams.  Emergency operations and rehabilitation costs for these events are estimated in excess of $700,000 each.

Most recently, a flood event in October/November 2009 required approximately $2,000,000 to fund all the agencies involved. There are approximately 101,000 people in the 100‑year flood plain area.  The non-Federal sponsor is the Bossier Levee District.  The FCSA was signed in January 2008.
The comprehensive study is investigating alternatives to address water resource problems and needs in the Parish, including the continued problems of flooding, increased water use, decline of environmental resources, and modifying Bayou Bodcau Dam to improve its flood control capabilities.
Bayou Bodcau Dam has recently been classified as DSAC III as part of the Corps-wide dam safety initiative.  Guidance indicates that the dam must be remediated to DSAC IV prior to any modifications being made to the dam or its functions that increase risk. Such repairs will be part of the project.

Proposed WRDA Language: According to the latest schedule the ‘Record of Decision’ will be completed in September 2012. Following is proposed language; however, it is recommended to have the Corps verify this language is accurate for our intended purpose.

        Bossier Parish, LA – The project for flood damage reduction, Bossier Parish, Louisiana: Subject to an approved Report of the Chief of Engineers, at a total cost not to exceed $30,000,000, with an estimated Federal cost of $19,500,000 and an estimated non-federal cost of $10,500,000, the Secretary is directed to construct this project.
