Red River Valley Association
P.O. Box 709
Shreveport, LA  71162

(318) 221-5233 / redriverva@hotmail.com 
August 17, 2011
MG Michael J. Walsh
President, Mississippi River Commission

P.O. Box 80

Vicksburg, MS  39181

RE: RRVA Testimony Submission to the Mississippi River Commission, August 17, 2011
Dear MG Walsh:

I want to thank you and the Commissioners for the opportunity to submit testimony before the Mississippi River Commission.

The reduction to the O&M funding level in the FY 2011 and FY 2012 President’s budget impacts funding for maintenance dredging and jeopardizes the continuation of navigation on the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway. We believe this is a serious issue that has negative impacts to the whole inland waterway system.

Attached is the Association testimony and back up information.

We appreciate your attention to this issue and look forward to providing you with updates in the future.

Sincerely,

Richard Brontoli

Executive Director

Red River Valley Association

Testimony to the Mississippi River Commission

August 17, 2011

The Red River Valley Association (RRVA) regrets not being in attendance to present this testimony to the Mississippi River Commission. We appreciate the opportunity to submit written testimony. 

The RRVA Navigation Committee is concerned over the reduced O&M funding in the FY 2012 President’s budget. The $3 million reduction for the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway and $3 million reduction for Old River Lock threatens the viability of navigation on our Waterway. The Corps of Engineers has notified us that the reduced funding will result in either no dredging, resulting in lower drafts, or reduced lock operations to 12 hour days. The main issue for industry is reliability of the Waterway. Costs, associated with delays, will be passed on to industries making them consider alternate modes of transportation. New industries will reconsider locating on our Waterway if reliable navigation and transportation costs are uncertain. Ultimately the costs will be passed on to consumers having a negative impact nationwide.
It is important to note that the Administration and Congress have the obligation to maintain the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway to the Congressionally-Authorized specifications of 9 foot channel and 24 hours, 7 days a week operations, as directed by law. 
We want to emphasize that reduction in navigation service will result in higher transportation costs nationwide. Waterborne transportation is the only competition to long haul railroads. When waterborne rates increase, rail rates increase. Our waterways are the only leverage industries have in negotiating rates with railroads. If waterways are threatened or closed then rail has a monopoly and transportation rates will greatly increase for all industries. Some cargos will also shift back to highways, putting more trucks on our already congested highways. Reducing reliability or closing waterways has a negative impact on transportation costs and highway congestion, two issues the Administration states they want to avoid.
In past presentations to this Commission we have addressed the issues of reduced O&M funding to waterway projects and the metrics currently being used to determine a high or low use waterway. Low use waterways automatically receive a minimum 25% cut in O&M funding. Enclosure 1 is a recap of that issue and the upward trends of the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway. Our Waterway does not meet the changed criteria of ‘ton-miles’ from ‘trip ton-miles’ for a high use waterway.
The RRVA Navigation Committee has been collecting ‘impacts’ due to the potential reduction in ‘draft’ (less than 9’) or reduced lockage times (12 hours per day). The major companies reporting are: Terral RiverService, Bunge, Pine Bluff Sand & Gravel, Genesis, Luhr Bros., DG Marine, Oakley, CLECO, Savage, Vulcan, Annex Marine, Calumet, DPS, TDC and Kirby. Many other smaller companies impacted are not listed.
The following is a summary of the impacts as reported by the industries using the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway. We have chosen to use the ‘benefit to cost’ criteria to demonstrate the value the $3 million required for full operational service would provide. Impacts for over 50% of the tonnage moved on the Waterway were reported. This is an excellent representation of all types of commodities moved and therefore the calculated B/C ratio should be doubled to reflect the full impact.

1. Impacts Due to Reduced Drafts (Enclosure 2): Over 5.0 million tons have been submitted demonstrating a negative impact to industry of $13,253,761 for an 8.0’ draft. In terms of benefit to cost, the $3 million required to ensure navigation at the authorized depth would be scored at 4.4. This tonnage represents half of our total tonnage and is a representation of all cargo moving. This means the total impact would be in the 9.0 B/C range.

2. Impacts Due to Reduced Lock Operations (Enclosure 3): With over 5.0 million tons reported the negative impact to industry would be $9,811,767; due to reduced lock operations. Using the B/C criteria the $3 million required for full operational service scores a 3.3 ratio, with a Waterway total approaching 7.0.

~2~
Infrastructure Investment (Enclosure 4): Over $543 million has been invested in infrastructure at the five public ports and three largest private terminals. This is a combination of private, state and community funds. This is a great feat considering the Waterway has only been fully operational since 1995, a relative short period in economic development. The reduction of $3 million per year required in maintaining the Waterway at the congressionally authorized depth of 9 feet and 24 hours / 7 days a week will threaten this investment.
Resolutions (Enclosure 5): The Red River Waterway Commission (local sponsor), Natchitoches Parish Port Commission, Red River Parish Port Commission and the Caddo-Bossier Parish Port Commission have provided resolutions pertaining to this issue. These resolutions express the need in maintaining the Waterway at the congressionally authorized levels. Additional resolutions are expected from other agencies and municipalities. The RRVA will consider a resolution at the next Board meeting and ask industries to sign on with their support.

Industries and the citizens of the Red River Valley have made great investments based on the commitment of the Administration and Congress to maintain the Waterway. Reducing the level of operations is paramount to our Government turning their back on the hard working communities and companies who made these investments with the belief the law would be upheld and the project maintained as authorized.

We want to thank the Mississippi River Commission for having these public meetings to receive input on serious issues as this. Please contact the Association if you have questions, comments or require our assistance in any way: Mr. Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com.
Enclosure 1

Red River Valley Association

P.O. Box 709

Shreveport, LA  71162
(318) 221-5233

February 8, 2011

Position Paper

RE: J. Bennett Johnston Waterway O&M Navigation Metrics

Commercial navigation and port operations on the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway are in jeopardy. The President’s FY 2011 budget allocated $7,745,000 for O&M on the Waterway, $3,000,000 short to maintain year round navigation. Following is an analysis of the metrics for the Waterway. Latest official data is for CY 2009.

1. Tons: CY 2009 tonnage is at 9,900,000 tons, a 34.4% increase over CY 2008. According to the project authorization documents (table 1) the projected tonnage for CY 2011 is supposed to be 5,426,000 tons. The Waterway was projected to reach 10,000,000 tons in CY 2031. Actual tonnage has exceeded projected metrics.
2. Ton-miles (Cargo traveled on Waterway): In CY 2009 this criteria is at 0.4 billion ton-miles, an increase of 28.6% from CY 2008. The current metric requires greater than 1 billion ton-miles to be considered a ‘high use’ waterway. This Waterway is 218 miles long; however, most cargo travels only 100 miles. This Waterway is penalized due to its length. This metric alone should not be used to determine a high use waterway. 
3. Trip Ton-miles (Cargo traveled from origin to destination): This Waterway had 7.9 billion trip ton-miles, an increase of 32.7%. This far exceeds the metric of 1 billion trip ton-miles that was once used to determine ‘high use’ Waterways. NOTE: B/C ratios for navigation project benefits are based on cost savings for trip ton-miles. 
4. O&M Cost per Ton: Considering the full O&M need of $11,000,000 and the 9.9 million tons moving on the Waterway this efficiency metric is $1.11 per ton. This metric was expected to be less than $2 per ton.
5. Trends: It is important to look at the trends of a waterway to determine if it is a high or low use waterway. It is clear, from the November 2010 Facts Card, that this Waterway has an upward trend in all categories, greater than any other inland waterway. We know this upward trend will continue for CY 2010.
A comparison of the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway to the McClellan-Kerr, AR/OK demonstrates an inequity in the primary metric used to determine a high use Waterway, ton-miles (table 2). The McClellan-Kerr is more than twice the length of the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway and the ‘ton-miles’ shows a large difference, even though we have approximately the same tonnage. We exceed them for ‘trip ton-miles’. Even when our Waterway exceeds the tonnage of the McClellan-Kerr we will not come close to their ton-miles or the current 1 billion ton-miles criterion for a high use waterway.

Table 3 displays the comparison of the President’s budget to the Enacted Appropriations for FY 2003 thru FY 2010. The House markup for FY 2011 is the same as the President’s budget since the House Republicans did not submit any ‘Member Requests’ or ‘Earmarks’. The Senate markup and Omnibus Bill did increase the O&M appropriation to $10,903,000 for FY 2011. Why did the metric for a high use waterway change in FY 2011?
Recommendation: 1. A national workshop should be held to address the different navigation metrics. The metrics should be quantified and determined how to be used to designate a high use waterway. All the appropriate agencies and industries should be allowed to attend. With tighter budgets looming this is a very important issue for distributing scarce resources. NOTE: See table 4 for Waterway ratings.
2. The Administration should allocate funding to maintain completed projects to full operational status, and then allocate remaining funds to CG and GI. How prudent is it to walk away from a $2 billion investment for an annual $3 million O&M expense. Especially for a Waterway that is clearly a success.
RRVA POC: Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
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J. Bennett Johnston Waterway O&M
Table 2 displays why the current criteria for ‘ton-miles’ (1 billion) to determine low or high use waterways should be changed from ton-miles (ton-miles is the distance cargo moves within the waterway) back to ‘trip ton-miles’ (trip ton-miles is the distance cargo moves from origin to destination). The JBJ Waterway is penalized for being a short waterway (218 RM v. 462 RM). As compared to the Arkansas River, they have 6 times the ton-miles than our waterway for little more tonnage. With the known new initiatives on our Waterway we will probably exceed the McClellan-Kerr, in tonnage, in the near future. Yet, we already exceed them on a trip ton-mile comparison. 

Table 2: CY 2009 data from ‘The US Waterway System – Transportation Facts, December 2010’
	Waterway

	Length
river miles


	Tons
millions
	Ton-miles
billion
	Trip Ton-miles
billion

	J. Bennett Johnston Waterway


	218 mi.
	9.9
	0.4
	7.9

	McClellan-Kerr AR/OK


	462 mi.
	10.8
	2.4
	6.4


Table 3 shows the President’s Budget as compared to the Congressional Enacted Appropriation. It shows that for 7 years the Administration supported the JBJ Waterway at a level that included dredge funding. 

Table 3
	Fiscal Year
	President’s Budget
	Enacted Appropriation

	FY 2011
	$7,745,000
	House markup - $7,745,000

Senate & Omnibus - $10,903,000

	FY 2010
	$10,598,000
	$11,478,000

	FY 2009
	$10,555,000
	$9,797,000

	FY 2008
	$10,431,000
	$11,809,000

	FY 2007
	Corps Work Allowance $10,936,000
	CR for the year

	FY 2006
	$10,115,000
	$11,804,000

	FY 2005
	$10,600,000
	$13,050,000

	FY 2004
	$12,013,000
	$14,000,000

	FY 2003
	$7,297,000
	$11,000,000


Table 4
	Metric
	Successful Criteria
	JBJ Waterway
	Rating

	
	
	
	

	Tons
	5,426,000
	9,900,000
	GREEN

	Ton-Miles
	> 1 Billion
	.4 Billion
	RED

	Trip Ton-Miles
	> 1 Billion
	7.9 Billion
	GREEN

	O&M Expenditure/Ton
	< $2 / Ton
	$1.11 / Ton
	GREEN

	Trend
	Increase
	34% Increase
	GREEN


RRVA POC: Richard Brontoli, Executive Director, (318) 221-5233, redriverva@hotmail.com 
Enclosure 2
Red River Valley Association

Impacts Due to Reduced Dredging (Draft) – J. Bennett Johnston Waterway

August 2011
	
	
	9'
	8.5'
	Variance
	8'
	Variance

	Total Tons/YR
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Company A
	
	500,000
	
	
	
	

	Company B
	
	840,000
	
	
	
	

	Company C
	
	2,100,000
	
	
	
	

	Company D
	
	32,000
	
	
	
	

	Company E
	
	320,500
	
	
	
	

	Company F
	
	550,000
	
	
	
	

	Company G
	
	616,400
	
	
	
	

	Company H
	
	458,669
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	5,417,569
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Barge Capacity in Ton
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Company A
	
	1,550
	1,464
	-86
	1,378
	-172

	Company B
	
	1,500
	1,417
	-83
	1,333
	-167

	Company C
	
	1,600
	1,492
	-108
	1,384
	-216

	Company D
	
	2,500
	2,361
	-139
	2,222
	-278

	Company E
	
	2,950
	2,786
	-164
	2,622
	-328

	Company F
	
	1,500
	1,417
	-83
	1,333
	-167

	Company G
	
	3,100
	2,800
	-300
	2,650
	-450

	Company H
	
	1,479
	1,397
	-82
	1,315
	-164

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Barges/Yr
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Company A
	
	323
	342
	19
	363
	40

	Company B
	
	560
	594
	34
	631
	71

	Company C
	
	1,313
	1,407
	94
	1,517
	204

	Company D
	
	13
	14
	1
	14
	1

	Company E
	
	109
	115
	6
	122
	14

	Company F
	
	367
	393
	26
	417
	50

	Company G
	
	203
	219
	16
	238
	35

	Company H
	
	310
	334
	24
	361
	51

	TOTAL
	
	3,198
	3,418
	220
	3,663
	466

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operation Cost/Yr
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Company A
	
	$9,500,000 
	$10,058,824 
	$558,824 
	$10,687,500 
	$1,187,500 

	Company B
	
	$19,440,000 
	$20,596,790 
	$1,156,790 
	$21,884,090 
	$2,444,090 

	Company C
	
	$27,000,000 
	$28,935,580 
	$1,935,580 
	$31,193,559 
	$4,193,559 

	Company D
	
	$576,000 
	$600,500 
	$24,500 
	$638,031 
	$62,031 

	Company E
	
	$4,741,500 
	$5,020,412 
	$278,912 
	$5,334,188 
	$592,688 

	Company F
	
	$15,600,000 
	$16,540,000 
	$940,000 
	$17,455,000 
	$1,855,000 

	Company G
	
	$9,060,516 
	$9,751,599 
	$691,083 
	$10,548,798 
	$1,488,282 

	Company H
	
	$11,300,000 
	$11,964,706 
	$668,616 
	$12,712,500 
	$1,430,611 

	TOTAL
	
	$97,218,016 
	$103,468,411 
	$6,254,305 
	$110,453,666 
	$13,253,761 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	B/C = 2.1
	
	B/C = 4.4

	
	
	
	
	For $3 million
	
	For $3 Million


NOTE: Companies have been consolidated to protect ‘proprietary’ rights.

Enclosure 3

Red River Valley Association

Impacts Due to Reduced Lock Operations – J. Bennett Johnston Waterway

August 2011
	
	
	Locks 24/7
	Locks 12/7
	Variance

	Tons/YR                Company A
	
	500,000
	
	

	Company B
	
	840,000
	
	

	Company C
	
	2,100,000
	
	

	Company D
	
	32,000
	
	

	Company E
	
	320,500
	
	

	Company F
	
	550,000
	
	

	Company G
	
	616,400
	
	

	Company H
	
	458,669
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	5,417,569
	
	

	# Barges/YR          Company A
	
	323
	
	

	Company B
	
	560
	
	

	Company C
	
	1,313
	
	

	Company D
	
	13
	
	

	Company E
	
	109
	
	

	Company F
	
	367
	
	

	Company G
	
	203
	
	

	Company H
	
	310
	
	

	TOTAL
	
	3,198
	
	

	Stand By Time      Company A
	
	$3,600,000
	$7,200,000
	$3,600,000

	Company B
	
	0
	$925,320
	$925,320

	Company C
	
	
	$1,553,080
	$1,553,080

	Company D
	
	
	$68,640
	$68,640

	Company E
	
	0
	$542,256
	$542,256

	Company F
	
	0
	$819,108
	$819,108

	Company G
	
	
	$753,384
	$753,384

	Company H
	
	$8,000
	$91,200
	$83,200

	TOTAL
	
	$3,608,000
	$11,952,988
	$8,344,988

	Demurge               Company A
	
	0
	0
	0

	Company B
	
	0
	$234,900
	$234,900

	Company C
	
	
	$393,900
	$393,900

	Company D
	
	
	$13,728
	$13,728

	Company E
	
	0
	$108,451
	$108,451

	Company F
	
	0
	$0
	$0

	Company G
	
	0
	$0
	$

0

	Company H
	
	$175,800
	$223,600
	$47,800

	TOTAL
	
	$175,800
	$974,579
	$798,779

	Misc. Charges       Company A
	
	0
	0
	0

	Company B
	
	0
	0
	0

	Company C
	
	0
	0
	0

	Company D
	
	0
	0
	0

	Company E
	
	0
	0
	0

	Company F
	
	0
	0
	0

	Company G
	
	0
	0
	0

	Company H
	
	0
	$668,000
	$668,000

	TOTAL
	
	0
	$668,000
	$668,000

	
	
	
	
	

	GRAND TOTAL
	
	$3,783,800
	$13,595,567
	$9,811,767

	
	
	
	
	B/C = 3.3

	
	
	
	
	For $3 million


NOTE: Companies have been consolidated to protect ‘proprietary’ rights.
Enclosure 4
Red River: J. Bennett Johnston Waterway

Public Port Infrastructure (In-Place)

As of CY 2011

	Funding Type
	Caddo/Bossier
	Natchitoches
	Alexandria
	Red River
	Total

	LA Port Priority

& Capital Outlay
	$98,953,000
	$6,850,000
	$13,100,000
	$2,646,000
	$121,549,000

	RRWC


	$31,500,000
	$9,675,000
	$5,500,000
	$2,743,000
	$49,418,000

	Grants (EDA/RDA)


	$5,525,000
	$750,000
	$1,000,000
	
	$7,275,000

	Other (Private/Bonds)


	$225,961,927
	$24,800,000
	$25,500,000
	$2,515,000
	$278,776,927

	Total
	$361,939,927
	$42,075,000
	$45,100,000
	$7,904,000
	$457,018,927


Private Terminals

Capital Investment

	Two (2) Private Terminals – 
CLECO – 

	$ 6,000,000

$80,000,000 for river terminal facility 

                     (part of a new $1 Billion plant)


Enclosure 5                                           RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION – Red River Waterway Commission

BY MOTION of Commissioner Rogers M. Prestridge and seconded by Commissioner Marc Dupuy, Jr., the Red River Waterway District, in legal session convened, unanimously approved the following resolution:

WHEREAS, from the early 1970's to present, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers spent approximately $2 billion to make 236 miles of the Red River located in central and northwest Louisiana navigable by realigning parts of the river, stabilizing its banks, and constructing five locks and dams;

WHEREAS, the navigable Red River (named the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway) is a 9-by 200-foot navigation channel extending from the Mississippi River through Old River & Red River to the vicinity of Shreveport, LA;
WHEREAS, the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway has been operational since 1995,
when the final Locks and Dams were completed;

WHEREAS, as a result of the Red River being navigable, private businesses and state

and local governments have invested in excess of $1 billion in projects on the Red River;

WHEREAS, as a result of the Red River being navigable, active ports have

developed in Avoyelles, Rapides, Natchitoches, Red River, and Caddo Parishes;

WHEREAS, in CY 2009, a time of general economic decline, 9,900,000 barge tons

were transported on the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway, a 34.4% increase from CY 2008;

WHEREAS, growth in barge tonnage from CY 2008 to CY 2009 (a 34.4% increase)

exceeds the growth of any other waterway in the nation;

WHEREAS, CY 2009 barge tons of 9,900,000 exceeds by 54% project forecast
tonnage for CY 2011 of 5,426,000 barge tons;
WHEREAS, as a result of the Red River being navigable, businesses have located on

the Red River, such as the $1 billion CLECO power plant near Boyce, Louisiana;

WHEREAS, as a result of the Red River being navigable, numerous recreational

facilities have been constructed along the river and the waters of the river are enjoyed by 

hundreds of thousands of visitors each year;
WHEREAS, the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway is having a significant and positive 

economic impact on Central and Northwest Louisiana;
WHEREAS, it is essential that the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway continue to be

maintained and operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in accordance with project

specifications - 24 hours per day, 365 days per year;

WHEREAS, it would not be prudent to neglect the infrastructure investment on the

Red River for an annual savings of $3 million after the Federal Government has spent

approximately $2 billion developing J. Bennett Johnston Waterway and private businesses

and state and local governments have invested in excess of $1 billion in projects on the Red

River as a result of the river being navigable.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Red River Waterway District favors

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers continuing to operate and maintain the J. Bennett

Johnston Waterway in accordance with project specifications - 24 hours per day, 365 days per year;
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Red River Waterway District requests that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers continue to operate and maintain all features of the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway 24 hours per day, 365 days per year; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Red River Waterway District opposes any effort by the U.S. Anny Corps of Engineers to (i) operate the Locks and Dams less than 24 hours a day, 365 days per year or (ii) reduce dredging of the navigable channel to less than project specifications.

CERTIFICATE

I, Michael Simpson, Assistant Secretary/Treasurer of the Red River Waterway

Commission, do hereby declare that the above Resolution was adopted at a regularly

scheduled meeting of the Commission on July 20, 2011, at Natchitoches, Louisiana, at which

meeting a quorum was present and voting.

Natchitoches, Louisiana, this 28t~ day of July, 2011.

MICHAEL SIMPSON,  ASSISTANT SECRETARY TREASURER

RESOLUTION – Natchitoches Parish Port

BY MOTION of Sam Fowler and seconded by Luke Frederick, the Natchitoches Port Commission, in legal session convened, unanimously approved the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway (formerly known as the Red River Waterway)

was authorized in the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1968; and,

WHEREAS, from the early 1970's to the present, the U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers spent

approximately $2 billion to make 236 miles of the Red River navigable by realigning parts of the river,

stabilizing its banks, and constructing five locks and dams; and,

WHEREAS, the navigable Red River is a 9-fopt by 200-foot navigation channel extending from

the Mississippi River to the vicinity of Shreveport, Louisiana; and,

WHEREAS, the J. Bennett Johnston waterway has been operational since 1995, when the final

locks and dams were completed, allowing the Natchitoches Parish Port to become operational in 1996; and,

WHEREAS, as a result of the Red River being navigable, over $1 billion has been invested in

projects associated with the river by private companies and state and local governments; and,

WHEREAS, 9,900,000 tons were transported on the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway in CY 2009, a

34.4% increase from CY 2008; and,

WHEREAS, barge tonnage at the Natchitoches Parish Port increased by 336% from CY 200& to

CY 2009 and by another 4.9% from CY 2009 to CY 2010; and,

WHEREAS, growth in barge tonnage from CY 2008 to CY 2009, 34.4%, exceeds the growth of

any other waterway in the nation and exceeds the project forecast tonnage by 54%; and,

WHEREAS, without the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway, construction materials shipped through

the Natchitoches Parish Port would use a different, more expensive, mode of transportation resulting in

higher construction costs that would, in turn, adversely affect the economy of the region; and,

WHEREAS, the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway is having a significant and positive economic

impact on Natchitoches Parish and the surrounding area, as well as, all of central and northwest Louisiana; and,

WHEREAS, in consideration of the time and money that has been spent, especially by the federal

government, to make the river reliable and safe; and,

WHEREAS, it is essential that the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway be maintained and operated by

the U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers in accordance with project specifications to sustain the level of

reliability and safety that it now has; and,

WHEREAS, it would be imprudent to neglect the infrastructure investment that has been made on

the Red River for an annual savings of $3 million.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Natchitoches Parish Port Commission

supports the U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers continuing to operate and maintain the J. Bennett Johnston

Waterway in accordance with project specifications - 24 hours per day, 365 days per year;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Natchitoches Parish Port Commission opposes any

effort by the U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers to (i) operate the locks and dams less than 24 hours per day,

365 days per year, (ii) reduce dredging of the navigable channel to less than project specifications or (iii)

make any changes in the maintenance and operation of the river that will adversely affect the reliability,

safety or operation of the river.

CERTIFICATE

I, Sam Fowler, Secretary/Treasurer of the Natchitoches Parish Port Commission, do hereby

declare that the above Resolution was adopted at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission on July 18, 2011, at Natchitoches, Louisiana, at which meeting a quorum was present and voting.

Natchitoches, Louisiana, this 18th day of July , 2011.

 Sam Fowler

Secretary/Treasurer

RESOLUTION – Red River Parish Port Commission
BY MOTION of John Lee , and seconded by Stuart Shaw , the Red River Parish Port Commission, in legal session
convened; unanimously approved the following resolution:

WHEREAS, the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway (formerly known as the Red River Waterway)

was authorized in the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1968; and,

WHEREAS, from the early 1970's to the present, the U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers spent

approximately $2 billion to make 236 miles of the Red River navigable by realigning parts of the river,

stabilizing its banks, and constructing five locks and dams; and,

WHEREAS, the navigable Red River is a 9-foot by 200-foot navigation channel extending from

the Mississippi River to the vicinity of Shreveport, Louisiana; and,

WHEREAS, the- J. Bennett Johnston Waterway has been operational since 1995, when the final

locks and dams were completed; and,

WHEREAS, as a result of the Red River being navigable, over $1 billion has been invested in

projects associated with the river by private companies and state and local governments; and,

WHEREAS, 9,900,000 tons were transported on the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway in CY 2009, a

34.4% increase from CY 2008; and,

WHEREAS, barge tonnage at the Red River Parish Port increased by 108,921 tons fromCY 2008

to CY 2009 and by another 850,385 tons from CY 2009 to CY 2010; and,

WHEREAS, growth in barge tonnage on the river from CY 2008 to CY 2009, 34.4%, exceeds the

growth of any other waterway in the nation and exceeds the project forecast tonnage by 54%; and.

WHEREAS, without the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway, construction materials shipped through

the Red River Parish Port would use a different, more expensive, mode of transportation resulting in

higher construction costs that would, in turn, adversely affect the economy of the region; and,

WHEREAS, the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway is having a significant and positive economic

impact on Red River Parish and the surrounding area, as well as, all of central and northwest Louisiana; and,
WHEREAS, in consideration of the time and money that has been spent, especially by the federal

government, to make the river reliable and safe; and,

WHEREAS, it is essential that the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway be maintained and operated by the U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers in accordance with project specifications to sustain the level of reliability and safety that it now has; and,
WHEREAS, it would be imprudent to neglect the infrastructure investment that has been made on

Red River for an annual savings of $3 million.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT-RESOLVED that the Red River Parish Port Commission supports

the U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers continuing to operate and maintain the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway  in accordance with project specifications - 24 hours per day, 365 days per year;

IBE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Red River Parish Port Commission opposes ~y effort

by the U. S. Army, Corps of Engineers to (i) operate the locks and dams less than 24 hours per day, 365

days per year, (ii) reduce dredging of the navigable channel to less than project specifications or (iii)

make any changes in the maintenance and operation of the river that will adversely affect the reliability,

safety or operation of the river.

CERTIFICATE

I, Troy Murray, Secretary/Treasurer of the Red River Parish Port Commission, do hereby declare

that the above Resolution was adopted at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission on July 19, 2011 , at Coushatta, Louisiana, at which meeting a quorum was present and voting.

Coushatta, Louisiana, this 19th day of July, 2011.

Troy Murray

Secretary!Treasurer

Resolution No. 19 2011

CADDO-BOSSIER PARISHES PORT COMMISSION

The following resolution was offered by Lynn Austin and seconded by Thomas F. Murphy

WHEREAS, The J. Bennett Johnston Waterway is located in central and northwest

Louisiana and provides for a 9-by 200-foot navigation channel extending about 236 miles from

the Mississippi River through Old River and Red River to the vicinity of Shreveport, LA. Five

locks and adjacent dams provide a lift of approximately 141 feet. Facilities to provide recreation

and fish and wildlife development are also an integral part of the project.

I
WHEREAS, The Waterway project was signed into law by both Houses of Congress and

the President of the United States in the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1968. Additional project

authorizations have been added in subsequent Water Resource Development Acts (WRDA).

I
WHEREAS, the project's annual Operation and Maintenance responsibility is

Congressionally-Authorized at full federal expense.

WHEREAS, The Caddo Bossier Parishes Port Commission does not accept any reduction

in navigation services from the authorized operation and maintenance features mandated by law
WHEREAS, the trends of this Waterway are positive as demonstrated in having the

greatest growth of any other waterway in the nation in the increase of tonnage in CY 2009 at

9,900,000 tons, a 34.4% increase over CY 2008, and exceeds project forecast tonnage for CY

2011 of 5,426,000 tons.

WHEREAS, the Port supports Congressional initiatives that provide for navigation

projects to be maintained at their authorized project levels.

WHEREAS, having spent $2 billion developing a navigable waterway, it would not be

prudent to neglect this infrastructure investment for an annual savings of $3 million.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Caddo-Bossier Parishes Port Commission

strongly urges the United States Army Corps of Engineers operate and maintain all features of

the J. Bennett Johnston Waterway on a 24 hour basis, year round, at the project specifications,

as Congressionally Authorized and any reduction in services is unacceptable.

FURTHER, BE IT RESOLVED that the Caddo-Bossier Parishes Port Commission views any

reduction in services as unacceptable.
This Resolution was adopted this 21st day of July, 2011 in a duly noted meeting of the

Caddo-Bossier Parishes Port Commission at which a quorum was present.

James D. Hall, President
Thomas F. Murphy, Secretary-Treasurer
CERTIFICATE

I hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a true and correct copy of a resolution

adopted at a Regular meeting of the Caddo-Bossier Parishes Port Commission held on the 21st

day of July, 2011 at which a quorum was present and voting and that the resolution adopted is

still in effect and has not been rescinded or revoked.

Signed at Shreveport, Caddo Parish, Louisiana on the 21st day of July, 2011.
