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Presentation Notes
Good afternoon, My name is Rob Ziehr.  I am the Assistant State Conservationist for Partnerships here in Texas.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide a report of our FY2020 conservation activities within the Red River Valley Watershed.Since the dustbowl, our agency has worked with private landowners and operators to provide voluntary conservation technical and financial assistance.We are proud of that relationship and through our farmers, ranchers and private land operators’ actions we are experiencing significant and positive conservation impacts within the Red River Valley Watershed
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• Farm Bill Programs at work in the 
Red River watershed

• Initiatives
• Watershed Rehabilitation
• Watershed Operations

Overview

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This afternoon I would like to share with you a summary of our accomplishments through the Farm BillConservation Initiatives and Watershed Operations. This summary includes information from Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas NRCS
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Farm Bill Funding
• > $86 million invested 

• > 900,000 acres treated

• > 4 million acres planned for treatment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over $86 million dollars in Farm Bill funding was invested in fiscal year 2020 through our conservation programs.  With this investment conservation practices were applied to over 900K acres and more conservation practices have been planned which will treat an additional 4 million acres within the Red River Basin.  The benefits of these practices include:Reduce soil erosion and sedimentationImprove water quality and quantityImprove air qualityEnhance wildlife habitat and pollinator habitatImprove soil qualityManage plant pests
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Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP)

1,788 contracts 
on

521,098 acres
for

$47.7 million

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is our agency’s largest conservation program.  Through this program, NRCS offers financial assistance to offset the cost of conservation practice implementation.  In FY 2020, NRCS developed almost 1,800 new EQIP contracts on over 521K acres for the investment of almost $48 million dollars.   
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Conservation Stewardship 
Program (CSP)

1,003 contracts 
on

393,130 acres
for

$35.7 million

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) is designed to help landowners build on existing conservation efforts while strengthening their operations.  Landowners can plan and apply new and supporting conservation practices through a custom designed CSP plan to help them accomplish their conservation and agricultural production goals.   
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CSP Grassland Conservation 
Initiative (GCI)

277 contracts 
on

37,607acres
for

$3 million

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Conservation Stewardship Program  also has a Grassland Conservation Initiative, CSP-GCI.  This initiative provides financial assistance to protect grazing uses; conserve and improve soil, water, and wildlife resources on eligible land.  Enrollment into this program is limited to those producers who the Farm Service Agency has determined as having base acres that qualify as eligible land for the program. 
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Regional Conservation Partnership Program RCPP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Regional Conservation Partnership Program is a relatively new Farm Bill program which is utilized to leverage funds and assistance with conservation partners in addressing a common resource concern.  RCPPSimplifies funding authorities for program implementation.Authorizes Regional Conservation Partnership Program contracts rather than requiring  enrollment through other program authorities.Expands flexibility for alternative funding arrangements with partners.Expands availability of watershed program authorities to projects outside critical conservation areas.
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Bayou Pierre Watershed Project - RCPP

• Partner - Red River SWCD

• > 2,500 acres treated to date

• > $240,000.00 invested

Active RCPP Projects

Grassland Reserve Incentive Program 
• Partner - Oaks and Prairie Joint 

Venture

• > 2300  acres treated

• >$41,000.00 invested

Limited Applied Irrigation Assistance Program
• Partner – High Plains Underground 

Water Conservation District

• > 11,000  acres treated

• >$243,000.00 invested

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently there are two RCPP projects within the Red River Basin.  The Bayou Pierre Watershed Project is a partnership with Red River Soil and Water Conservation District in Red River Parish Louisiana.  This project focuses on improving soil and water quality in Bayou Pierre.  Common conservation practices used in this project are residue and tillage management, nutrient management,  and cover crops. Grassland Restoration Incentives Program in Texas is a partnership with the Oaks and Prairie Joint Venture.  This project focuses on prairie restoration with the intent of provide upland wildlife habitat to multiple grassland birds.  The Limited Applied Irrigation Assistance Program focuses on irrigation efficiency
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NRCS 
Initiatives in 
the Red River 
watershed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently there are two NRCS initiatives within the Red River BasinFeral Swine Eradication and Control Pilot ProgramMississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative
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Feral Swine Eradication and Control Pilot 
Program

• Established in the 
2018 Farm Bill

• Pilot began in FY 
2020

• Partnership with 
APHIS

• 4 pilot areas in the 
Red River Basin –
one in each state

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There Feral Swine Eradication and Control Pilot Program is a cooperative program between NRCS and USDA APHIS.  Project areas are chosen by APHIS and the pilot is administered through a competitive grant process in which the grantee works directly with private landowners to implement a concentrated control program.  Red River watershed in Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas and Louisiana represents a priority area for reducing damage to agriculture and mitigating agricultural impacts to water quality.. 



• Focuses on addressing
• Water Quality 

• Sediment
• Excessive Nutrients

• Anticipated financial Investment
• $6 million

12

Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds 
Initiative (MRBI)- Arkansas 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watersheds Initiative provides targeted financial and technical assistance to address water quality both excessive sediment and excessive nutrients.  This initiative is a new initiative for NRCS and will run through 2014Project Goals25% of priority field acres in the project area treatedReducing sediment/nutrient loading by 25%, in the project areaWater savings of 10-25% through use of irrigation water managementKey Conservation Practices Cover CropsResidue Mgt-Mulch TillRiparian Buffer-Filter StripIrrigation ReservoirTailwater Recovery SystemWater Control StructureIrrigation Water Management Nutrient ManagementPest Management 



NRCS Watershed 
Operations in the 
Red River 
watershed

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NRCS continues to address emergency watershed issues in all four states,  Our agency works closely with partners, Conservation Districts and each state’s respective Soil and Water Conservation Boards to complete these dam and watershed rehabilitations and repairs. 



Ongoing Projects

LA - Red Bayou Project

OK - Caney Coon Creek

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Louisiana has two projects that are ongoing - The Red Bayou Project and Grant Parish Watershed Project.  The Red Bayou project is located in northeast Caddo Parish, Louisiana near the community of Gilliam, Louisiana.  Red Bayou itself is approximately 10 ½ miles.  The 16,500 –acre watershed lies between the Red River and Kelly Bayou.  Approximately 10,700 acres in the project area are in cropland.  The major crops currently grown are corn, cotton, soybeans and grain sorghum.Grant Parish Watershed Project - Water will be distributed throughout the watershed via Bayou Corfiene, Du Grappe and other channels.Oklahoma also has two ongoing projects, Lower Bayou Site 12 and Caney Coon Creek.  Lower Bayou Site 12 is currently in a design stage for a dam.  The dam will provide flood damage reduction for pastures, other agricultural, road and bridge, over bank deposition and flood plain scour and streambank protection. It will also reduce flooding in the Town of Burneyville and theFalconhead community. All benefits are considered agricultural. Lower Bayou Site 12 is located at the head of the watershed with 14.78 square miles of drainage area, almost 10% of the watershed. The estimated average annual benefits is $400,000.Caney Coon Creek Completed the construction of the remedial repair for Caney Coon Creek Site 2M and Sugar Creek Devils Canyon Grade Stabilization Structure.
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NRCS Contacts
Chad Kacir

Louisiana State Conservationist
3737 Government Street

Alexandria, LA 71302
Phone: (318) 473-7751

Email: richard.kacir@usda.gov

Kristy Oates
Texas State Conservationist

101 S. Main
Temple, Texas 76501

Phone: (254) 742-9800
Email: Kristy.oates@usda.gov

Michael Sullivan
Arkansas State Conservationist

700 W. Capitol Ave.
Little Rock, AR 72201
Phone: (501) 301-3110

Email: michael.sullivan2@usda.gov

Gary O’Neill
Oklahoma State Conservationist

100 USDA, Suite 206
Stillwater, OK 74074
Phone: (405) 742-1204

Email: gary.oneill@usda.gov
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Questions?
www.nrcs.usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, 
the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are 
prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender 
expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance 
program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded 
by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or 
incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, 
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, 
program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found 
online at How to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and 
provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-
9992. 

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
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